Little Foxes and Sin

THE LITTLE FOXES

In Song of Solomon we read "Catch the foxes for us, The little foxes that are ruining the vineyards, While our vineyards are in
blossom." (Song 2:154+).

One application equates the "little foxes" with "little" sins. This begs the question - are any sins really "little?" And "How does your
garden grow?" (from nursery rhyme "Mary. Mary, Quite Contrary")

A man was walking down a hill in the woods when he stepped on a little twig. The twig rolled and he fell. As he got up and went on
his way, he thought to himself "If that had been a big log, | would have seen it and climbed over. There would have been far less
likelihood of my falling, for | would have been aware of the danger." The very fact that the twig was so small was what made it so
dangerous.

In our daily spiritual walk, we are continually being tempted and continually in danger of being carried away and enticed by our own
lusts and if we give in the result is sin (James 1:14-15+). The devil is a tempter and he cleverly places little temptations (like little
twigs) that so easily entangle us (cf Hebrews 12:2+) and defeat us. His "little twigs" are generally more effective than "big logs" partly
because they are so often unnoticed and partly because even if we do notice them, we consider them too small to really make a
significant difference in our spiritual walk. In short we too often fail to heed Jesus' commands to "Keep watching and praying that you
may not enter into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” (Mt 26:41+)

Application - Beware of the "little foxes," those temptations that seem so trivial and minimal as to easily escape our notice.
Remember that it was only a "little thing," (one bite of a forbidden fruit) through which "sin entered into the world, and death through
sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned." (Ro 5:12+)

As Puritan John Owen wisely asked "Do you mortify? (read Colossians 3:5+) Do you make it your DAILY work? Be ALWAYS at it
whilst you live; cease not a day from this work; be killing sin or it will be killing you." (See under point #1 - Of the Mortification of Sin)

And the good news is that we are not left to ourselves to kill sin but as Paul instructed "By the Spirit (God's provision of supernatural
power) put to death (Our responsibility) the deeds of the body and you will live." (Ro 8:13+). Dr Martyn Lloyd-Jones once said this
was the "most important statement in regard to sanctification” in the entire New Testament. (see link to sermon below).

Vice is a monster of so frightful mien (manner)
As to be hated needs but to be seen,

Yet seen too oft, familiar with her face,

We, first endure, then pity, then embrace.

-- Alexander Pope - Essay on Man

Sins are like circles in the water when a stone is thrown into it - one produces another. When anger was in Cain's heart (Ge 4:6-7),
murder was not far off (Ge 4:8).

So let us "encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called “Today,” so that none of you will be hardened by the
deceitfulness of sin." (Hebrews 3:13+)

Harmless Little Sins - Little Acts of Disobedience - What happened to the great city of Ephesus? Often mentioned in the New
Testament, it was one of the cultural and commercial centers of its day. Located at the mouth of the Cayster River, it was noted for
its bustling harbors, its broad avenues, its gymnasiums, its baths, its huge amphitheater, and especially its magnificent Temple of
Diana. What happened to bring about its gradual decline until its harbor was no longer crowded with ships and the city was no
longer a flourishing metropolis? Was it smitten by plagues, destroyed by enemies, or demolished by earthquakes? No, silt was the
reason for its downfall—silent and nonviolent silt. Over the years, fine sedimentary particles slowly filled up the harbor, separating
the city from the economic life of the sea traders.

Little evil practices, little acts of disobedience may seem harmless. But let the silt of sin gradually accumulate, and we will find
ourselves far from God. Life will become a spiritual ruin. In the book of Hebrews we are warned of the danger of “the deceitfulness of
sin” (Heb 3:13+). James said that the attractive pleasures of sin are really a mask covering death (James 1:15t+).

God forbid that we let the silt of sin accumulate in our lives! (Reprinted by permission fromQur Daily Bread Ministries. Please do not
repost the full devotional without their permission.)
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Christian, walk carefully, danger is near!
On in your journey with trembling and fear;
Snares from without and temptations within
Seek to entice you once more into sin.
—Anon.

Little sins add up to big trouble.

Related Resources:

= Are You Entangled?
= Deceitfulness of Sin
=« Commentary on Romans 8:12-13 - on site

= Slow Fade by Casting Crowns
= Listen to Dr Martyn Lloyd-Jones 4 powerful messages on Romans 8:13 - you will not be disappointed!

A Call for Action Romans 8:12-13

The Way of Sanctification Romans 8:12-13
Sin and the Christian Romans 8:12-13

Sin and the Body Romans 8:12-13

= Of the Mortification of Sin in Believers - John Owen

« Of the Mortification of Sin in Believers - Greg Herrick

« Mortification of Sin - John MacArthur - Pages 3-22

= What is mortification of sin / the flesh?;

« What does it mean that the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak?
=« What is the flesh?;

« What is the enemy within?;

=« What is the sin nature?
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